Area 1 Regional Competition Contest Scope/Regulations
2024
Contest: 
Digital Photography
Contest Site:
Alfred State College
Chairperson:				
Sarah Wood:  Pioneer Central School
E-mail: Swood@pioneerschools.org
Tel.: 716-860-7863
	Items Evaluated
	Possible Points
	Explanation of special rule for Regionals

	Photography Print Competition-
Students MUST bring 2 photographs of similar theme or element to be displayed at the contest. (see specifics)

	120
	Print guidelines must be read carefully-- Images must be taken and properly assembled for display by the student prior to competition and brought to the competition fully prepared for evaluation. 

	Knowledge Test – 
Theory-based multiple-choice test related to photography.
	50
	25 questions related to topics such as camera function/parts, photo history, exposure triangle, camera techniques, lighting patterns, and digital post-production terms. *Access to the internet via computer or cellular device is required. 

	Field Assignment-
Performance-based assignment to be completed at competition: on campus and in the classroom.
	60
	A DSLR camera and a computer with Lightroom/Photoshop will be required to complete this field assignment. Photos will be taken and edited using proper image workflow. 1 photo will be selected, edited, and a written self-evaluation will be created. Photo will be assessed “soft copy” from the computer itself (no printing or touching computer by judges involved).

	Oral Presentation-
Performance-based oral presentation given to judges.   
	40
	Straight-out-of-camera image will be displayed, along with the final edited image (side-by-side). The final photo from the field assignment, and a detailed evaluation and editing process will be shared. Constructive criticism and compliments will be offered where appropriate.

	Safety Sign-off Sheet-
Bring to contest
	10
	Required to compete, will be collected.

	Competition Requirements-
Proper dress/ proper shoes for outdoor field assignment photography/equipment/materials

	20
	Proper competition dress, all necessary equipment/ materials present. 

	TOTAL POINTS
	300
	


*Changes have been made from past competition due to COVID restrictions and safety concerns








Specifics of Each Item Evaluated

Photography Print Competition:
Each student will take and prepare two photographs, prior to the competition. The photographs should have been taken within the past 6 months. On the day of the competition, the student will submit these 2 photographs. These photographs will be displayed and evaluated at the competition site. 
· Photographs should show the breadth of skill, while connecting to each other in some way. In other words, the 2 photos should have continuity of visual elements, ideas, and/or theme. 
· Photographs should not be composite designs or over-processed.
· Photographs should tell a story and have strong visual impact.
· Photographs must be 11x14 in size.
· All prints MUST be mounted to a 16"x20" black form core board (1/4” preferred) with a 16"x20" black over-mat. 
· There should be no data visible on the front of the photo.
· Prints must be labeled on the backside (Name, School Name, School Address, Email, Cell phone number)
· Prints must be present at the start of the competition. 
· Late submissions will not be accepted.

Knowledge Test: 
Theory-based multiple-choice test related to photography, that includes 25 questions about (but not limited to) topics such as camera functions/parts, photo history, exposure triangle, camera techniques, lighting patterns, and digital post-production terms. 
· Access to the internet via computer or cellular device is required for this test.

Field Assignment:
Performance-based assignment to be completed on the Alfred State College Campus and in the classroom. 
· Students will use a DSLR and any equipment they have with them to complete this field assignment. 
· An assignment description will be given at the competition site along with more specific directions. 
· Students will have time to photograph around the college campus. 
· Upon return to the classroom, photos will be edited using proper image workflow. 
· 1 final photo will be selected, edited, and a written self-evaluation will be created. 
· The written evaluation will include a detailed written piece detailing the 3 C’s of quality art: Concept, Composition, and Craftmanship. 
· Only “soft copy” images, from the computer itself (no printing or judges touching computers will be involved). 
· Scoring will be based on capture of images, editing, and the written evaluation. 

Oral Presentation-
After the field assignment requirements are fulfilled, students will be asked to do a brief 3-minute presentation for the judges one on one.
· The straight-out-of-camera image will be displayed, along with the final edited image (side-by-side). 
· The student will give a detailed evaluation of the field assignment: sharing details about the Concept, Composition, and Craftmanship.  
· Evaluation will be based on ability to communicate clearly and concisely, while maintaining eye contact and confidence. 
· Constructive criticism and compliments will be offered where appropriate.

Clothing Requirements:
White dress shirt, black dress pants/slacks, black shoes or black sneakers, black socks, or clear hosiery.

Equipment:
· A computer/laptop must be brought from home school.
· The computer should have installed on it a current version of Adobe Photoshop/Lightroom.  Students need proper knowledge of how to access the internet and use the photo editing programs.
· DSLR (with multiple lens)
· Batteries and charger
· 2 memory cards (any size)
· USB/Card reader/ external drive for image storage
· Card reader or Camera cable for image uploading
· Extension cord

Materials:
· 2 properly mounted Print images for the Photography Print Competition
· Safety-sign off sheet (hard copy)
· The SkillsUSA-Knowledge test scores will only be used if needed as a tiebreaker

